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‘Controul, on equal terms, the operations of our 
‘half a dozen fir built frigates,” as she had sneer- 
ingly called our little navy, and could do nothing 
with them except literally to block them up in 
ports and harbors, from which they would occa- 
sionally escape notwithstanding, and, having sea- 
room, go where they pleased: And then she went 
to work to build or fit out some thirty or forty ships 
expressly to manage the “half a dozen.” But still 
she failed—her lesser vessels of war were always 
captured when met with, her commerce was asSail- 
ed in every part of the world, and she was compel- 
led to seek protection in a vast superiority of force, 
the ‘ultima ratio” against superior skill and cou- 
rage. The term “cruising frigates” was expunged 
from her admiralty books—frigates were convoyed 
by ships of the line, and fleets of merchantmen 
were surrounded by vessels of war. The Indepen- 
dence and Washington (74’s) have been fully tried, 
and, notwithstanding all the croakings about them, 
are highly approved—their general model and man- 
ner will probably be observed as to ships hereafter 
to be puilt; but from the science of our naval offi- 
cers, so careful to observe and so competent to 
understand all that belongs to their lofty profession, 
no doubt some improvements may be made. The 
ship builé@ing at Washington, under the zealous 
and immediate inspection of the veteran Fi: dgers, 
is spoken of as approaching the point whereat it 1s 
expected we shall have to stop. Our ships of the 
tine have all the ease and swiftness of the best fri- 
gates with the power and strength that belongs to 
their class; so that, barring accidents, they can 
pursue or escape as occasion requires, with equal 
success. 

Ti.e preceding remarks originated in an exami- 
nation of our “pigeon hole” of scraps, where we 
found the following items : 

“ The United States ship Prometheus went from 
Boston to Cronstadt and returned, in seventy-six 
days. She was absent only 101 days—25 of which 
she lay in Russia.” 

“The United States brig Boxer, capt. Porter, was 
off Turk’s-Island on the 4th instant, all well, having 
passed within 200 miles of Bermuda, and perform- 
ed a route of 1300 miles in seven days from the time 
she left the anchorage ground at Staten-Island.”’ 

«* A ship called the Beverly arrived at Boston 
some months ago from Canton. She left the former 
place in July, 1815; stopped three and an half 
months in Valparaiso; visited all the Sandwich 
Islands in the Pacific ocean; loaded in Canton; came 
in the eastern passage, through Dampiera Straits; 
stopped nine days at.the Cape of Good Hope; and 
averaged for the whole time absent 5 knots and 1-8th; 
and landed 755 tons of goods, consisting of 12,500 
packages, not one in theleast damaged. 

And what is most remarkable, during her voyage 
round the world, she did not lose a spar of the 
smallest size, ner had the most trifling accident to 
happen; and the very sails which were bent before 
her sailing were constantly worn during the yoy- 
age.” 

” The schooner Gazette sailed from New-York on 
the 10th of February last and arrived at St. Bartho. 
lomews on the 21st of the same month; next day 
touched at St. Thomas, where she remained 24 
hours; then proceeded to St. Jago de Cuba, where 
she arrived on the 28th; remained there 16 days, 
and sailed for New-York on the 16th instant, and 
was only 6 days from Crooked Island to Sandy Hook 
—having performed this circuitous voyage in 45 
days. Besides, it is ascertained that the Gazette, 


while absent, has been in port and detained by pri- 
vateers 19 days and becalmed 7 days. The result 
then is, that she has sailed 4000 miles in 19 days, 
which is an average of more than 200 miles a day.” 
Other cases of equal speed might be added, but 
these are sufficient to shew the perfection of build- 
ing and managing vessels to which we have arrived. 
Let this perfection be directed to the national ser 
vice, and no foreign army will ever again pollute 
the shores of the United States. | 
The cost of supporting a naval force of 20 ships 
of the line, in actual service is thus estimated:* 
For one ship of the line, 


92 officers and petty officers . 
tay pann.4 92,700 


280 able seamen, 

233 ordinary seamen and boys 

Pay and clothing of marines . ‘ ; 8,175 
Provisions . ; : , ‘ o Sa 
Medicines and hospital stores ' 5,000 
Repairs and contingencies . ' 40,000 


202,110 





20 ships at 202,110% each perann.is $4,042,200 

The amount is much less than was the cost of 
drafting the militia, and their individual sacrifices 
and losses, in a single state, in one year, during the 
war. 10,000 American seamen afloat, in ships fitied 
to protect the coast, would do more for the defence 
of the country than 50,000 militia, and at less than 
half the cost, man for man—the losses of individuals 
drawn from their business being superadded to 
their pay and subsistence. 

There is a danger in vesting so great a power, 
as the establishment of such a navy would create, in 
the hands of the executive. But perhaps, this is an 
evil to which all governments are liable. Happily, 
we can correct by the the dallot box. 








"The Southern Indians. 


We have always considered the conduct of the 
British regarding the Southern Indians, as peculiar- 
ly cruel and unjust to them and to us—as a wanton 
waste of human happiness and human life. From 
the foundation of our government until the massa- 
cre at Fort Mims in 1813, the best interests of these 
tribes had been our particular care: men of high 
and honorable minds had been stationed amongst 
them to assist them with counsel, and protect their 
just rights from every encroachment. A spirit of 
peace was zealously cultivated, and much money 
expended by us to instruct them in agriculture and 
the arts needful to their prosperity. Instruments 
were furnished and schools established; and already 
they had many pretty well-managed farms—the men 
driving the plough and attending their cattle, and 
the women were spinning and weaving, &c. The 
benevolent Hawkins was their common father; his 
whole soul appeared to be embarked in the project 
of philanthropy, and every administration seconded 
his beneficent views. The time seemed to have 
nearly arrived when they were to have reaped the 
fruits of an honest care of them—but the spoiler 
came; the spirit that had destroyed millions on 
millions of men in the east, entered the yet peace- 
abie plains of the west, and the restless disposition 
of the indian was excited to raise the tomahawk 
against his benefactor! The plough was laid aside; 
the quiet of the forest was disturbed by the wat 








* See report of the secretary of the navy. 1811— 
Weekly Register, vol. II. page 137. 
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whoop of the savage, allied to Englishmen—defence- 
less settlements were laid waste, and their innocent 
people destroyed with a degree of ferocity hardly 
to be paralleled. Hundreds of those who attacked 
Fort Mims, and massacred the garrison, with all the 
women and children who sought refuge there (some 
15 or 20 excepted, who effected their escape while 
the savages were busy in slaughtering and burning 
the rest to death) spoke the English language, and 
had been in constant intercourse with ‘the whites. 
What was the consequence? The besom of de- 
struction passed over them, and thousands of them 
were swept from the face of the earth by the war 
that gen. Jackson and others carried through all 
parts of their country. Prostrate, they sued for 
peace—and their life, justly forfeited by crime, 
was granted to them. ‘hey had nothing to expect 
but extermination—yet they were spared. Still 
Great Britain seemed unsatisfied—blood enough 
had not been shed; and, though she made peace 
with us, site furnished the savages with the means 
of continuing war, and sowed the seeds of new 
contentions. Depots of arms and ammunition were 
made; and a very strong fort in the Spazish territory, 
well furnished with cannon and every thing needfu! 
to its defence, was given to them as a rallying point 
and place of refuge. The fort at Appalachicola was 
blown up by one of our oe boats, and its deluded 
tenants miserably perished. We then hoped the 
British had left the indians to themselves, and 
that a remnant might be saved. But the work goes 
on—the desire to obtain a pack of peltry at any 
cost of human life, or maintain an ascendancy in 
these tribes to injure the people of the United 
States, continues. Several successive Englishmen, 


‘under Spanish license or sufferance, with an official 


or sort of official character, have been with them 
—exciting hopes that they [the agents] know can- 
not be realized. Where is this business to stop? 
It must stop. Any British agent found among these 
Indians, within our territory, exciting them to mur- 
der, ought to be seized, and tried, and punished, 
with less pity than is due to a sheep-killing dog— 
and, if Spain lends her territory to such men te 
organize hostility in the tribes, Spain must be dis- 
possessed of it. The law of self-preservation re- 
quires it. The women and children of our frontier 
shall not hold themselves dependent on the mercy 
of British indian agents for their lives. 

We have said that the conduct of the British in 
regard to the Southern indians was peculiarly cruel 
and unjust. ‘Their conduct was cruel and unjust to 
all the tribes, in wantonly leading them to war; but 
they whose consciences may permit them to justify 


the murders and burnings at the River Raian, ee fringed 


will feel much at a loss to palliate the proceedings o 
the enemy in respect to the Creeks. These were led 
to battle with a moral certainty that they would be 
beaten. It was true, they might massacrea few harm- 
less individual Americans, but no one could have 
been fool enough to suppose that they had power 
to affect the general operations of the war—and 
their engagement in it was a wanton waste of hu- 
man life, and a marring of the most benevolent 
schemes that had been adopted by us to ameliorate 
their condition. 

The Lower Creeks have lately manifested a very 
unguiet disposition. They have already forgotten 
that we tefused to exterminate them, as we might, 
When they exterminated our people, as they could. 
They have again listened to the seducer, and are 
acting in a way that will go far to reconcile their 
best friends to their extermination, which, I fer- 


their proceedings that, we are told, gen. Gaines 
expects shortly to be compelled to_invade their 
country and “effectually subdue them”’—for which 
purpose it is thought that a few of the Georgia mi- 
litia will be called out. 3 

The following letter has been published at A7it- 
ledgeville; and is, upon the whole, about as impudent 
a thing as we ever saw. If the agent spoken of is 
ever caught within our territory, let him be punisp- 
ed—if within that of Spain he meditates murder 
and excites war, a neutral country ought not to pro- 
tecthim.* The period of submission has past. ‘The 
republic is no longer in leading strings. Engiand 
will never openly sanction such proceedings, if we 
openly punish them. British “humanity and pbilan- 
thropy”’ towards the indians !! Who placed the 
knife in their hands—who paid bounties for the 
scalps of babes—who permitted the burning of the 
wounded ? My soul freezes with horror when [look 
over the pages of the Reetsrer and view the things 
that have past. But to the letter—if the “agent” 
arrives and accomplishes the ohject hinted at—the 
dissatisfied Creeks will be extinguished. What 
need of this? There is room enough for them and 
forus. Let them live and be happy. 


A. Arbuthnot to the commanding officer at Fort Gaine 
; Okolokne River, 3d March, 1317. 
“The head chiefs request I will enquire of you, 


why American settlers are descending the Chata- 
houchie, driving the poor Indian from his habitation, 
and taking possession of his home and cultivated 
fields 

“Without authority, I can claim nothing of you 
—but a humane and philanthropic principle guiding 
me, I hope the same will influence you—and if sui-h 
is really the case, and that the line marked out by 
the treaty of peace between Great Britain and the 
United States, respecting the Indian nations, has 
been infringed by any of the citizens of the latter, 
you will represent to them their improper conduct, 
and prevent its cor.inuance. 

‘*{ have in my possession a letter received from 
the governor of New-Providence, addressed to him 
by H. B. M. chief secretary of state, informing him 
of orders given to the British ambassador at Wash- 
ington, to watch over the interests of the Indian nations, 
and see their rights are faithfully attended to and 
protected agreeably to the treaty of peace made 
between the British and the Americans. 

‘IT am in hopes that, ere this, there is arrived at 
New Providence a person from Great Britain with 
authority to act as agent for the Indian nations—and 
if so it will devolve upon him to see, that the boun- 
dary lines, as marked out by the treaty, are not in- 








Public Economy. 

A very respectable society has been organized at 
Philadelphia, under the name of “The Pennsywania 
Society for the promotion of Public Economy.” Its 
objects are stated in the following preamble to then 
articles of association— 








© The Floridas were not zexfral during the war 
all the excesses of the Creeks were put in motion 
at Pensacola, &¢. and the British transported arms, 
&c. through the country unmolested. Every prin- 
ciple of natural and civil law would have justified 
us in seizing upoy these colonies, and it was a granc 
mistake that we did not do it. It would have added 
nothing to the cost of the contest, and might have 
led to a speedy settlement of oar differences. with 





Vently say, may heaven forbid '——Such have been 


| Spats. 
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“The prosperity and happiness of a nacion depend 


upon the industry, the economy, and the morzls of| 


its people—to promote, to encourage, and to pro- 
tect these three great essentials of national wealth 
and character, is therefore of the first importance 
to, the statesman, and the philanthropist. To mul- 
tiply the productive powers of labor by ascertaming 
and pointing out its most profitable direction, is to 
afford additional leisure for the cultivation of the 
mind—to inculcate a prudent and judicious expen- 
diture of money by instructing the great mass of 
the community in the modes of economizing in their 
fuel and diet will encourage temperance and accu- 
mulate the productive capital of the country— 
whilst united with these to cherish a regard for 
moral and religious obligation by the education of 
the ignorant and the poor, is to elevate the human 
character, to strike at the root of poverty and vice, 
and to render the inhabitants of the land contented, 
virtuous and happy. | 

‘With the view of assisting to promote the objects 
here declared by in-cstigations into our present 
system of public economy, by exposing its defects, 
and by recommending to the public a radical reform, 
where one is desirable 

““We the subscribers, in accordance with the re- 
commendation of a town meeting of the citizens of 
Philadelphia and the adjoining districts, held on the 
5th day of May, 1817, do agree to form ourselves 
into a society, and for the better government of the 
same do adopt the following constitution.” 


aPThe by-laws previde for the appointment of 


\the attempt is given over, and they perish in the 
bottom of the holes. 

Thousands of them are now perishing in my neigh- 
bourhood, by this mole of procedure; if one hote 
is not sufficient, more may be made at discretion, 
with ease and despatch. Very respectfully, from 

CALEB KIRK. 

Dr. James Mease, vice president 

of the agriculiural society, Pliladelphia. 


ap A writer in the Federal Republican recom. 
mends the scattering of a tea spoonful of live ashes, 
or two tea spoon’s-fuil of dead or leeched ashes, on 
every hill of corn, being careful that none of it falls 
on the blades of the stalk, as it would injure them 
almost as much as the worm. He says this pro. 
cess is not tedious—one hand may carefully ash 
three acres in a day, and that it will effectually des- 
troy or drive away the cut worm. 


TT 


Mr. Phillips’ Speech. 

From the Glaszow Heraid of April 11. 
BREACH OF PROMISE OF MARRIAGE. 
BLAKE US. WILKINS. 

This cause which had excited universal interest, 
came on to be tried on Tucsday week, in Galway, 
before the hon. Baron Smith, and a special jury. 
Every avenue to the court house was crowded at 
an early hour, and long before the trial 11 was im- 
possible to procure a seat. The plaintiff is a lieu- 
tenant in the navy, not above thirty years of age— 
the defendant is at least sixty-five, and is the widow 











several standing committees: among them are—the |f the staff physician in whose arms general Wolfe 
library committee, to purchase works on the various (‘lied at the siege of Quebec. The plaintiff’s case 
branches of public economy, &c. a committee on {having been gone through, Mr. Phillips addressed 
the poor laws, to examine the system, collect facts,/the Jury on the part -f Mrs. Wilkins, in pretty 
and suggest improvements; a committee on pud/ic "early the following terms: ip 
prisons, 10 report such improvements as may alle. | May it please your lordship—The plaintiff’s 
viate improper suffering and diminish the public/ Counsel tells me, gentlemen, most unexpectedly, 
expences; a committee on domestic economy, to sug- that they have closed his case, and it becomes ny 
gest improvements in the saving of diet, fuel, duty to state to you that of the defendant. rhe 
clothing, &c. a committee fot the suppression of vice |MAture of this action you have already heard. It is 
and immorality, to examine the existing laws and|one Which, in my mind, ought to be very seldom 
suggest amendments calculated to suppress tippling brought, and be very sparingly encouraged. It is 
houses and useless taverns, &c. acommittee on pud-|founded on circumstances of the most extreme 
lic schools, to see if the existing laws for establish. |4elicacy, and it is intended to visit with penal con- 
ing such schools are duly administered, report im.|S€quences the non-observance of an engagement 
provements, &c. which is of the most paramount importance to so- 
- a ciety, and which of ail others, perhaps, ought to be 
i = the most unbiassed—an engagement which, if it be 
Vhe Cut Worm. voluntary, judicious, and disinterested, generally 
Brandywine, 7th Smo. 1817 produces the happiest effects—but which, if it be 
either unsuitable or compulsory, engenders not on- 
Esieemed Friend-+A very simple, but important |ly individual misery, but consequences universally 
discovery has been lately made, in retarding the|pernicious. ‘There are few contracts between hu- 
progress of the cut worm, or grub, which is if pos-|man beings which should be more deliberate than 
sible more destructive to the Indian crop this sea-|that of marriage. I admit it should be very cau- 
son than that of the last year. |tiously promised; but, even when promised, Iam 
By making sharp pointed a piece of wood, from far from conceding that it should be invariably 
one to two inches in diameter, any length most |performed; a thousand circumstances may form an 
convenient to handle—and by driving it in the hill impediment; change of fortune may render it im- 
of corn near to the ptants as they appear above the |prudeni; change of affection may render it culpable. 
ground, leaving a hole perpendicular six or eight|The very party to whom the law gives the privilege 
inghes, opened into the ground, (or less if keptjof complaint, has perhaps the most reason to be 
open.) The worm uniformly takes shelter from grateful—grateful that its happiness has not been 
the rays of the sun after feeding at night, by bury-|surrendcred to caprice—grateful that religion has 
ing itself very shallow under the surface of the|not constrained an unwilling acquiescence, or made 
loose earth, near its food, in order to resume its {an unavoidable desertion doubly criminal—grateful 
feeding the ensuing night, and by this hole being |that an offspring has not been sacrificed to.an inde- 











made immediaiely in the vicinity of its operations, 
it serves as a place of retreat, from which it is never 
able to ascend, not being calculated for climbing 
so perpendicular a surface; and more especially as 


licate and ungenerous enforcement—grateful that 
an innocent secret disinclination did not too late 
evince itself in an irresistable and irremediable dis- 
gust. You will agree with me, however, that if 





the crumbjing earth falls in with the insect, until 


there exists any excuse for such an action, it 1s 97 
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she side of the female, because every female object 
being more exclusively domestic, such a disappoint- 
ment is more severe in its visitation—because the 
very circumstance concentrating their feelings ren- 
ders them naturally more sensitive of a wound— 
because their best treasure, their reputation, may 
have suffered from the intercourse—because their 
chances of reparation are less, and their habitual 
seclusion makes them feel it more—because there 
js something in the desertion of their helplessness 
which almost merges the illegality in the unmanli- 
ness of the abandonment. However, if a man seeks 
to enforce this engagement, every one feels that in- 
delicacy attached to the requisition—I do not en- 
quire into the compatible justness of the reasoning 
—but does not every one feel that there appears 
some meanness in forcing a female into an alliance ° 
Js it not almost saying, “I will expose to public 
shame, the credulity on which I practised, or you 
must pay to me in monies numbered, the profiis of 
the heartless speculation—I have gamboled with 
your affections, I have secured your bond, I will 
extort the penalty either from your purse or your 
reputation!” I put a case to you,where the circum. 
stances are reciprocal—where age, fortune, situa- 
tion are the same—where there is no disparity of 
years to make the supposition ludicrous—where 
there is no disparity of fortune to render it susp1- 
cious. Let us see whether the present action can be 
so palliated, or whether it does not exhibit a picture 


He was, however, so far fascinated, as to bequeath 
to her the legacies of his parents, when he found he 
was pre-doomed to follow them. ‘To this circum- 
stance, very far be it from me ‘to hint, that Mrs. 
Wilkins is indebted for any of her attractions. Rich, 
however, she undoubtedly was, and. rich: she still 
undoubtediy would have continued, had itnot been 
for her intercourse with the family of the plantiff, 
I do not impute it as a crime to them, that they hap- 
pened to be necessitous, but I do impute it as both 
criminal and ungrateful that after having lived on 
the generosity of their friend—after having literally 
exhausted her most prodigal liberality, they should 
drag ber infirmities before the public gaze, vainly 
supposing that they could hide their own contempti- 
ble avarice in the more prominent exposure of her 
melancholy dotage. The father of the plaintiff, it 
cannot be unknown to you, was for many years in 
the most indigent situation. Perhaps it is not a mat- 
ter of conceaiment either, that he found ia Mrs. 
Wilkins a generous benefactress. She assisted and 
supported kim, until at last his increasing necessi- 
ties induced him to take refuge in an act of insol- 
vency. During their intimacy, frequent allusion was 
made to a son whom Mrs. Wilkins had never seen 
since he was a child, and who had risen to a lieu- 
tenancy in the navy, under the patronage of their 
relation, sir Benj. Bloomfield. In a parent’s pane- 
gyric, the gallant lieutenant was, of course, all that 





of fraud, and avarice, and meanness, and hypocrisy 
so laughable, that it is almost impossible to critt- 


even hope could picture. Young, gay, heroic, and 
disinterested—the pride of the navy, the prop of the 
country—independent as the gale that wafted, and 


cise it—and yet so debasing that human pride almost} bounteous as the wave that bore him—I am afraid 


forbids its ridicule. 

It has been left for me to defend my unfortunate 
old client from the double battery of love and law, 
which at the age of sixty-five has so unexpectedly 
opened onher! Oh gentlemen! how vam-glorious 
is the bgast of beauty! How misapprehended have 
been the charms of youth if years and wrinkles can 
thus despoil their conquests, and depopulate the 
navy of its prowess, beguile the bar ofits eloquence! 
How mistaken were all the amatory poets from 
Anacreon downwards, who preferred the bloom of 
the rose, and the thrill of the nightingale, to the 
saffron hide and dulcet treble of 65. Even our sweet 
bard has had the folly to declare, that 


“He once had heard tell of an amorous youth, 
Who was caught in his grand mother’s bed ; 

But owns he had ne’er such a liquorish tooth 
As to wish to be there in his stead.” 


Royal wisdom has said that we live in a “new 
era.” The reign of old women has commenced, and 
if Johanna Southcote converts England to her 
creed, why should not Ireland, less pious perhaps, 
but at. least equally passionate, kneel before the 
shrine of the irresistable widow Wilkins? It ap- 
pears, gentlemen, to have been her happy fate to 
have subdued particularly the death-dealing pro- 
fessions. Indeed, in the epistle of the Heathen my- 
thology, Mars and Venus were considered as inse- 
parable. Iknow not whether any of you have ever 
seen a very beautiful print, representing the fatal 
glory of Quebec, and the last moments of its immor- 
tal conqueror—if so, you must have observed the 
figure of the staff physician, in whose arms the hero 
1S expiring: that identical personage, my lords, was 
the happy swain, who forty or fifty years ago, receiv- 
ed the reward of his valor and skill in the virgin 
hand of my venerable client /—The doctor lived some- 
What more than a century, during a great part of 
which, Mrs. Wilkins was his companion—Alas ! 
§entlemen, long as he lived, he lived not long enough 
to behold her beauty— 


* That beauty, like the aloe flower, 
But bloom’d and blossom’d at four-score.” 


\that it is rather an anti-climax to tell you after this, 
that he is the present plaint#f, The eloquence of 
Mrs. Blake was not exclusively confined to her en- 
\comiums on the lieutenant. -She moved at times 
into an episode on the matrimonial felicities, paint- 
ed the joy of passion and delights of love, and ob- 
scurely hinted that hymen with his torch, had an 
exact personification in her son Peter bearing a 
match-light in his majesty’s ship the Hydra.— 
While these contrivances were practising on Mrs. 
Wilkins, a by-plot was got up on board the Hydra, 
and Mr. Blake returned to his mourning country, 
‘influenced, as he says, by his partiality for the de- 
\fendant, but in reality compelled by ill health and 
disappointments, added, perhaps, to his mother’s 
very absurd and avaricious speculations. What a 
‘loss the navy had of him, and what a loss he had of 
thenavy! Alas! gentlemen, he could not resist his 
affection for a female he never saw. Almighty love 
eclipsed the glories of ambition—Trafalgar and St. 
Vincent flitted from his memory—he gave up ali for 
woman, as Mark Anthony did before him: and, like 
‘the Cupid in Hudibras, he 


“ 





took his stand 

Upon a widow’s joiuture Jand— 

His tender sigh and trickling tear 

Long'd for five hundred pounds a ia 

And languishing desires were fon 

Of statute, mortgage, bill and bond.” 

\—Oh ! gentlemen, only imagine him on the lakes of 
‘North America—alike to him the varieties of sea- 
|son, or the vicissitudes of warfare. One sovereign 
‘image monopolizes his sensibilities. Does the storm 
rage—tae widow Wilkins outsighs the whirlwind. 
Is the ocean calm—its mirror shews him the lovely 
widow Wilkins. Is the battle won—he thins his 
laurel that the widow Wilkins may interweave her 
myrtle. Does the broadside thunder—he invokes 
the widow Wilkins! 


“ A sweet little eherub, she sits up aloft, 
To watch for the life of poor Peter.” 


—Alas! How much is he to be pitied ! 





How am- 





ply he should be recompensed! Who but must 
















































not sufficient. 


214 





NILES’ WEEKLY REGISTER—SATURDAY, MAY 31, 1817. 





mourn his sublime, disinterested, sweet-souled pa- 
triotism ! Who but must sympathise with his pure, 
ardent, generous affection! Affection all impatient 
for an interview! Aff-ction too warm to wait even 
for an introduction! Indeed, his Amanda herself 
Seemed to think that his love was most desirable 
at a distance, for, at the very first visit after his 
return he was refused admittance. His captivating 
charmer was then sick and nurse-tended at her 
brother’s house, after a winter’s confinement, re- 
flecting, most likely, rather on her funeral than her 
wedding. Mrs. Blake’s avarice instantly took the 
alarm and she wrote the letter which I shall now 
proceed to read to you. 

M. Vandeleur—My lord, unwilling as I am to 
interrupt a statement which seems to create so uni- 
versal a sensation, still I hope your lordship will 
restrain Mr. Phillips from reading a letter which 
cannot hereafter be read in evidence. | 

Mr. O’Connel arose for the purpose of support- 
ing the propriety of the course pursued by defen- 
dant’s counsel, when 

Mr. Phillips resumed—“My lord, although it is 
utterly impossible for the learned gentleman to say, 
jn what manner hereafter this letter might be made 
evidence, still my case is too strong to require any 
cavilling upon such trifles. Iam content to save the 
public time and wave the perusal of the letter.— 
However, they have now given its suppression an 
importance, which perhaps its production could 
not have procured for it. You see, gentlemen, what 
a case they have, when they insist on the witbhold- 
ing of the documents which origined with them- 
selves. I accede to their very polite interference. 
Igrant them, since they entreat it, the mercy of 
my silence. Certain it is, however, that a letter was 
received from Mrs. Blake, and that almost im. 
mediately afier its receipt, Miss Blake intruded 
herself at Brownville, where Mrs. Wilkins was; re- 
mained two days; lamented bitterly her not having 
appeared to the lieutenant when he called to visit 
her; said that her poor mother had set her heart 
on an alliance; that she was sure, dear woman, a 
disappointment would be tie death of her, in short, 
that there was no alternative but the tomb or the 
altar! ‘fo all this, Mrs. Wilkins only replied, how 
totally ignorant the parties, most interested, were 
of each other: and that were she even inclined to 
connect herself with a stranger, (poor old soul!) 
tle debts in which her generosity to the family 
had already involved her formed, at least for the 
present, an insurmountable impediment. This was 
In less than a week the indefatiga- 
ble Miss Blake returned to the charge, actually 
armed with an old family bond to pay off the in- 
cumbrance, and a renewed representation of the 
mother’s anxiety, and the brother’s desperation.— 
You will not fail to observe, gentlemen, that while 
ithe female conspirators were thus at work, the 
lover himself had never even seen the object of his 
idolatry. Like the maniac in the farce, he fell in 
love with the picture of his grandmother. Like a 
prince of the blood, he was willing to woo and be 
wedded dy proxy. For the gratification of his 
avarice, he was contented to embrace age, disease, 
infirmity and widowhood: to bind his youthful 
passions to the carcase for which the grave was 
opening—to feed by anticipation on the uncoild 
worpse, and cheat the worm of its reversionary cor- 
ruption. {Educated in a profession proverbially 
generous, he offered to barter every joy for money ! 
Born in a country ardent to a fault, he advertised 
his happiness to the highest bidder! and he now 
elicits an honorable jury to become the panders 


to this heartless cupidity!§ Thus beset, harassed, 
conspired against, their miserable victim entered 
into the contract you have heard—a contract con- 
ceived in meanness, extorted by fraud, and sought 
to be enforced by the most profligate conspiracy. 
Trace it through every stage of its progress, and 
its origin, its means, its effects; from the parent 
contriving it through the sacrifice of her son, and 
forwarding it through the delicate instrumentality 
of her daughter, down to the son himself un. 
blushingly acceding to the attrocious combination, 
by which age was to be betrayed and youth degrad- 
ed, and the odious union of decrepid lust and 
precocious avarice, blasphemously consecrated by 
the principles of religion! Is this the example 
which as parents you would sanction? Is this the 
principle you would adopt yourselves ?—Have you 
never worshipped the bliss by which it has been 
hallowed when its torch, kindled at affection’s altar 
gives the noon of life its warmth and its lustre, and 
blesses its evening with a more chastened, but not 
less lovely illumination? Are you prepared to say, 
that this rite of heaven, revered by each country, 
cherished by each sex, the solemnity of every 
caurch, and the sacrament of one, shall be profaned 
into the ceremonial of an obscene and soul degrad- 
ing avarice? 

No sooner was this contract, the device of their 
covetousness, and the evidence of their shame, 
| swindled from the wretched object of this con- 
»piracy, than its motive became apparent; they 
avowed themselves the keepers of their melancholy 
victim. They watched her movements; they 
dictated her actions; they forbade all intercourse 
with her own brother; they duped her into accept- 
ing bills, and let her be arrested for the amount. 
They exercised the most cruel and capricious 
tyranny upon her, now menacing her with the pub- 
lication of her follies and now with the still more 
horrible enforcement of a contract* that thus be- 
trayed its anticipated inflictions. Can you imagine 
a more disgusting exhibition of how weak and how 
worthless human nature may be, than this scene 
exposes? On the one hand, a combination of sex 
and age, disregarding the most sacred obligations, 
and trampling on the most tender ties, from @ mean 
greediness of lucre, that neither honor or gratitude 
or nature could appease—“‘Lucribonus est odor 
exere qualibet;”} on the other hand, the poor shrivel- 
led relic of what once was health and youth and 
animation, sought to be embraced in its infection, 
and caressed in its infirmity—crawled over and 
corrupted by the human reptile, before death had 
shoveiled it to the less odious and more natural 
vermin of the grave. What an object for the specula- 
tion of avarice! What an angel for the idolatry of 
youth! Gentlemen, when this miserable dupe to 
her own doting vanity and the vice of others, saw 
how she was treated—when she found herself con- 
troled by the mother, beset by the daughter, 
beggared by. the father, and held by the son as 4 
kind of windfall, that, too rotten to keep its hold, 
had fallen at his feet to be squeezed and trampled; 
when she saw the intercourse of her relatives prohi- 
bited, the most trifling remembrances of her ancient 
friendship denied, the very exercise of her habitual 
charity denounced; when she saw that all she was 
worth was to be surrendered ta a family confisca- 
tion, and that she was herself to be gibbetted in 
the chains of wedlock, an example to every SU: 


a 





*She had signed a written contract to marry the 
plaintiff. 





+Sweet is the odour of lucre from whatever source. 
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perannuated dotard upon whose plunder the ravens; 


of the world might calculate, she came to the wisest 
determination of her life, and decided that her for- 
tune should remain at her own disposal.—Acting 
upon this decision, she wrote to Mr. Blake, com- 
piaining of the cruelty with which she had been 
treated, desiring the restoration of the contract of 
which she had been duped, and declaring, as the on- 
ly means of securing respect, her final determination 
as to the control over her property. ‘To this let- 
ter, addressed to the son, a verbal answer (mark 
the conspiracy) was returned from the mother, 
withholding all consent, unless the property was 
settled on her family, but withholding the con- 
tract at the same time. The wretched old woman 
could not sustain this conflict. She was taken 
seriously ill, confined for many months in her bro- 
ther’s house, from whom she was so cruelly sought 
to be separated, until the debts in which she was 
involved, and a recommended change of scene, 
transferred her to Dublin—There she was received 
with the utmost kindness by her relative, Mr. Mac 
Namara, to whom she confided the delicacy and 
distress of her situation. That gentleman, acting 
at once as her agent and her friend, instantly had 
an interview with Mr. Blake. This was long be- 
fore the commencement of any action.—A conver- 
sation took place between them on the subject, 
which must, in my mind, set the present action at 
rest altogether; because it must shew that the non- 
performance of the contract originated entirely with 
the plaintiff himself. Mr. Mac Namara enquired 
whether it was not true that Mr. Blake’s own family 
declined any connexion, unless Mrs. Wilkins con- 
sented to settle on them the entire of her property ? 
Mr. Blake replied it was—Mr. Mac Namara re- 
joined, that her contract did not bind her to any 
such extent. ‘No, replied Mr. Blake, § know it 
does not; however, tell Mrs. Wilkins, that I under- 
stand she has about /580 a year, and I will be 


content to settle the odd /80 on her by way of, 


pocket money.” Here, of course, the conversation 


ended, which Mr. Mac Namara detailed, as he was; 


desired, to Mrs. W. who rejected it with the 
disdain, which I hope, it will excite in every honor- 
able mind. <A topic, however, arose during the 
interview, which unfolds the motives and illustrates 
the mind of Mr. Blake, more than any observation 
which I can make onit. As one of the inducements 
to the projected marriage, he has actually proposed 
the prospect of a /50 annuity, as an officer’s widow’s 

ension, to which she would be entitled in the 
event of his decease! I will not stoop to remark 
on the delicacy of this inducement—I will not a:l- 
vert to the glaring dotage on which he speculated, 
when the could seriously hold out to a woman of 
her years the prospect of such an improbable 
survivorship. But I do ask you, of what materials 
must the man be composed, who could debase the 
national liberality ? What! was the recompence of 
that lofty heroism which was almost appropriated 
to the British navy, the maenopoly of maritime 
renown—was that grateful offering which a weep. 
ing county pours into the lap of its patriot widow, 
and into the cradie of its warrior’s orphan—was 
that generous consolation with which a nation’s 
gratitude cheers the last moments of her dying 
hero, by the portraiture of his children sustained 
and ennobled by the legacy of his achievments, to 
be thus deliberately perverted into the bribe of 
base, reluctant, unnatural prostitution? Oh! 1 
know of nothing to parallel the self abasement of 
sych a deed, except the audacity that das Soon 


an honorable jury to abet it. The following letter 
from Mr. Anthony Martin, Mr. Blake attBrney, un- 
folded the future plans of this unfeeling conspiracy. 
Perhaps the gentlemen would wish also to cushion 
this document! They do not—Then [ shall read it. 


The letter is addressed to Mrs. Wilkins. 


“Garwar, Jan. 9, 1817. 

‘‘ Madam—I have been applied to, professionally, 
by lieut. Peter Blake, to take proceedings against 
ou of rather an unpleasant nature; but from every 
etter of your’s and other documents, together with 
the material and irreparable loss Mr. Blake has sus- 
tained in his professional prospects, by means of 
your proposals to him, makes it indispensably ne- 
cessary for him to get remuneration from you, Un- 
der these circumstances I am obliged to say, that 
I have his directions to take immediate proceed- 
ings against you, unless he is in some measure com- 





pensated for your breach of contract and promisé 
to him. I should feel happy that you would save 
me the necessity of acting professionally by settling 
the business, [you see, gentlemen, money, money, 
money, runs through the whole amour] and not 
suffer it to come to a public investigation, particu- 
larly as I conceive from the legal advice Mr. Blake 
has got, together with all I have seen, it will ulti- 
mately terminate most honorably to his advantage, 
and to your pecuniary loss. 

“I have the honor to remain, madam, your very 
humble servant, Antony Martin.”’ 


Indeed, I think Mr. Anthony Martin is mistaken. 
Indeed, I think no twelve men, upon their oaths, 
will say, (even admitting the truth of all he asserts) 
that it was honorable for a British officer to aban- 
don the navy on such a speculation; to desert ‘so 
noble a profession; to forfeit the ambition it ought 
to have associated; the rank to which it leads; the 
glory it may confer; for the purpose of extorting 
from an old woman he never saw, the purchase mo- 
ney of his degradation? But I rescue the plaintiff 
from this disgraceful imputation. I cannot be!‘ eve 
that a member of a profession, not less remarkable 
for the valor than the generosity of its spirit; a 
profession as proverbial for its profusion in the har- 
bor, as for the prodigality of its life-blood on the 
wave; a profession ever willing to fling money to 
the winds, and only anxious that they should waft 
through the world its immortal banner, crimsoned 
with the record of a thousand victories—No, no, 
gentlemen, notwithstanding the great authority of 
Mr. Anthony Martin, I cannot readily believe that 
any man could be found to make the high honor of 
this noble service, a base, mercenary, sullied pan- 
der to the prostitution of his youth! ‘The fact is, that 
increasing ill health and the improbability of pro- 
motion, combined to induce his retirement on half- 
pay. You wiil fiad this confirmed by the date of his 
resignation, which was immediately after the battle 
of Waterloo, which settled (no matter how) the 
destinies of Europe. His constitution was declin- 
ing, his advancement was annihilated, and as a for- 
torn hope, he bombarded the widow Wilkins! 


“War thoughts had left their places vacant, 

In their room came thronging soft and amorcus desires; 

All telling him how fair “young Hero was.” 
He first, gentlemen, attacked her fortune, with 
herself, through the artillery of the church, and 
having failed m that, he now attacks her fortune, 
without herself, through the assistance of the law. 





However, if I am instructed rightly, he has nobody 
but himself to blame for his dis. ppointmeni—Ob- 
serve, I do not vouchsafe for the authenticity of this 
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fact; but I do certainly assure you, that Mrs. Wil- 
kins was persuaded of it. You know the proverbia! 
frailiy of our nature. The gallant lieutenant was 
not free from it! Perhaps you imagine that some 


intended? Is this acase where a reciprocity of 
circumstances, of affections, or of years, throw 
even a shade of rationality over the contract’—Do 
not imagine I mean to insinuate, that under no cir- 


younger, or, according to his taste, some older fair |cumstanc+s ought such a proceeding to be adopted, 
one, weaned him from the widow, Indeed they did |Do not imagine, though I say this action belongs 
not. He had no heart to lose, and yet (can you solve |more naturally to a female, its adoption can never 
the paradox?) his infirmity was love, as the poet}be one of the other sex. Without any great vio. 


says— 
6 $ti ll —— OVE» 

No, it was not to Venus, it was to Bacchus be 
sacrificed. With an eastern idolatry, he commenc-. 
ed at day light, and so persevering was his piety till 
the shades of night, that when he was not on his 
knees—he could scarcely be said to be on his legs! 
When I came to this passage, I could not avoid in- 
voluntarily exclaiming, Oh, Peter, Peter, whether 
it be in liquor or in Jove— 

“None but thyself can be thy parallel!” 
I see by your smiling, gentlemen, that you correct 
my error. I perceive your classic memories recur- 
ring to, perhaps, the only prototype to be found in 
history. I beg his pardon, I should not have over- 
looked 


Ms the immortal captain Wattle, 
“Who was all for love—and a little for the bottle.” 


Ardent as our fuir ones are announced to be, they 
do not prefer a flame that is so exclusively spiritual. 
Widow Wilkins, no doubi, did not chose to be sin. 
gular. In the words of the bards, and, my lord, I 
perceive you excuse my dwelling so much on the 
authority of the muses, because really on this occa- 
sion the minstrel seems to have combined the pow- 
ers of poetry with the spirit of prophecy—in the very 
words of the bard— 

“He asked her would she marry him—widow Wilkins answered, no, 
“Then said he, I'll to the ocean rock, ’'m ready for the slaughter, 
“Oh! Pll shoot at my sad image, as its sighing in the water; 

“Only think of widow Wilkins, saying—Go, Peter, go!” 

But, gentlemen, let us try to be serious, and se- 
riously give me leave to ask you, on what grounds 
does Ite solicit your verdict? Is it for the loss of his} 
profession? Does he deserve compensation, if he 
abandoned it for such a purpose; if he deserted at 
once his duty and his country, to trepan tle weak- 
ness ofa wealthy dotard. Butdid he, (base as tie 
pretence is) did he doso? Is there nothing io cast 
any suspicion on the pretext? Nothing in the as- 
pect of public affairs? Inthe universal peace? In 
the uncertainty of being put into commission? In 
the downright impossibility of advancemeni? No- 
thing to make you suspect that he imputes as a con- 
nivance, what was the manifest result of an acci- 
dental contingency? Does he claim on the ground 
of sacrificed affection? Oh gentlemen, only fancy 
what he has lost! If it were but the dlessed raptures 
of the brida! night! Do not suppose I am going to 
describe it; I shull leave it to the learned counsel 
he has selected to compose his epithalamium. |! 
shall not exhibit the venerable tremdler, at once a 
relic and a relict; with a grace for every year and 
a cupid in every wrinkle; affecting to shrink from 
the flame of his impatience, and fauning it with the 
ambrosial sigh of sixty five!!! I cannot pierce the 
fierce meredian transports of the honey moon, 
gradually melting into a more chastened and perma- 
nent affection; every nine months adding a link to 
the chai of their delicate embraces, until too soon 
death’s broadside lays the lieutenant low, consol. 
ing, however, his patriarchal charmer (old enongh 
at the time to be the last wife of Methuselal:) with 
a fifty pound annuity, being the balance of his glo- 
ry agains: his majesty’s ship the Hydra!! 

Give me leave to ask you, is this one of the cases, 





constancy ? 


lence to my imagination, I can suppose a man in 
the very spring of life, when his sensibilities are 
most acute, and his passion most ardent, attaching 
himself to some object, young, lovely, talented and 
accomplished, concentrating, as he thought every 
charm of personal perfection, and in whom those 
charms were only heightened by the modesty that 
veiled them; perhaps his preference was encourag. 
ed; his affection returned, his very sighs echoed 
until he was conscious of his existence but by the 
soul-creating sympathy, unti! the world seemed but 
the residence of his love, and that love the princi- 
pie that gave it animation—until before the smile of 
her affection, the whole spectral train of sorrow 
vanished, and this world of woe, with all its cares, 
and miseries, and crimes, brightened as by enchant- 
ment into an anticipated paradise! It might hap- 
pen that this divine affection might be crushed, and 
that heavenly vision wither into air, at the hell en, 
gendered pestilence of parental avarice, leaving 
youth and health and worth and happiness, a sseri- 
fice to its unnatural and mercenary artifices. Far 
am I from saying, that such a case would not call 
for expiation, particularly where the ruin had ori- 
ginated. Yet even there, perhaps, an honorable 
mind would rather despise the mean unmerited 
desertion. Oh, I am sure a sensitive mind would 
rather droop uncomplaining into the grave, than 
solicit the mockery of a worldly compensation 
But in the case before you, is there the slightest 
ground for supposing any affection ? Do you believe 
if any accident bereft the defendant of her fortune, 
that her prosecutor would be likely to retain his 
Do you believe that the marriage 
thus sought to be enforced, was likely to promote 
morality and virtue? Do you believe that those 
delicious fruits by which the struggles of social 
life are sweetened, and the anxieties of parental 
care are alieviated, were ever once anticipated ? 
Do you think that such an union could exhibit those 
reciprocities of love and endearments by which this 
tender rite should be consecrated and recommend- 
ed? Do you not rather believe that it originated 
im avarice—that it was promoted by conspiracy— 
and that it would perhaps have lingered through 
some months of crime, and then terminated in an 
seartless and disgusting abandonment ? 

Gentlemen, these are the questions which you 
will discuss in your jury room. Iam not afraid of 
your decision. Remember, I ask you for no mitiga- 
tion of damages. Nothing less than your verdict 
will satisfy me—by that verdict you will sustain the. 
dignity of your sex—by that verdict you will uphold 
the honor of the national character—by that verdict 
you will assure, not only the immense multitude of: 
both sexes that thus so unusually crowd around you, 
but the whole rising generation of your country, that 
marriage can never be attended with honor or bless- 
ed with happiness, if it has not its origin in mutual 
affection. I surrender with confidence my cause to, 
your decision. 


The damages were laid at 5000/. but the plain- 
tiff’s counsel were in the end contented to with. 
draw a juror, and thereby abandoning the cause, le% 
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George Canning. 
This person is well known to the American people, 
and they will feel some interest in the following 
articles about him. | 


FROM THE LONDON MORNING CHRONICLE, 


A regular contest has taken place within these, 
fw days between the Times and the Courier, upon! 
Mr, Canning’s appointment at Lisbon. We do not 
pretend to decide on the skill or talents of the, 
combatants, but must observe, the Times has evi-| 
dently the advantage of facts and dates, which of 
all aukward arguments, are the most aukward and 


perplexing to an adversary. The Courier is, there- 





fore, gradually withdrawing from the defence, most, 


probably in consequence of a hint from head quar- 
ters, that it may be as well to drop the subject.— 
Jt is clearly proved by documents on the table of 
the bouse that Mr. Canning’s enormous salary com- 
menced for a long period before he could by any 
possibility be called -upon to act, and this at a pe- 
riod, when the office of our secretary of state was 
literally crammed with official details of the most 
severe and deplorable distress in many parts of the 
country. Mr, Canning told the electors at Liver-| 
pool, he had refused office twice in one year, evi- 
dently alluding to his objection to act with Jord, 
Cistlereagh and his friends. He afterwards tells 
them that all motives of personal feeling are at an 
end, and therefore he accepts office. That is, he 
accepts a place under lord Castlereagh, and becomes, 
a party in a job, to which we are ata loss for an 
epithet sufficiently expressive of the disgust and | 
pity it has excited among all parties. Mr. Can- 
ning’s retirement was certainly a bold finesse for 
attaining a loftier situation in the cabinet, but it 
appears Mr. Perceval and Jord Liverpool did not 
appreciate his talents so highly; and therefore, per- 
ceiving he had outstood his market too long, le is: 
glad at last, like a maid at 30, to surrender on any 
terms. He drops at once from his aspiring flight,’ 
and is now content, with many other courtiers, to) 
perform the operation of climbing, in the attitude! 
of crawling. He has fallen too from an eminence} 
in public es\imation, never to be regained; but we 
are not inclined to dwell longer on his disgrace, be- 


ing unwilling to press upon the bruised reed— 


Who would not laugh, if such aman there be; 
Who would not weep, if Atticus were he? 











FROM THE LONDON GLOBE. 
LORD CASTLEREAGH AND MR, CANNING. 


This amiable and accomplished nobleman, in sur- 
veying the fallen virtue of Mr. George Canning, 
must feel much about the same sensation as when} 
the venerable priestess of some Paphian receptacle 
looks upon the innocent young woman whom her| 
arts have betrayed; and we may conceive something, 








of this kind of dialogue may pass between them in| 


those hours when 
“Reflecting morn and cold indifference come.” 
Miss Canning—Uh! madam, to what have you 


reduced me? To what a situation am I now brought? 

Mrs. Castlereagh—Child, child! Hold up your 
head, dry your eyes, and let me hear na more of, 
such nonsense. 

Miss Canning—Gh heavens! How much was I 
once esteemed by all good people ull you found me 
out, and by your cursed wheedling and the offer of 
money, tempted me to forsake the paths of virtue! 
_ Mrs. Castlereagh—Ridiculous! Are not you now 
in the way to preferment? And, as you are a girl 
of some parts, may you not, if you mind your hits 


never j:ave brought you a penny; but your present 
situation may be a treasure to you. 
Miss Canning—"ut degraded as I now am, who 


will regard a word thatI say? And they will think 


ihe worse of me for being seen in your ray ay & 

Mrs. Castlereagh—Fine language, indeed, Miss. 
If you chose to part with your character for a 
sum of money, who have you to blame but yourself. 
It was my business to offer, and I beg you will 
give yourself no more unnecessary airs. 

Miss Canning—And what!—What I am to do, 
madam! 

Mrs. Castlereagh—Do, child! Why you are to 
be one of us, andact as we do. Andif any body is 
impertinent enough to throw your character in your 
teeth—as you havea tolerable tongue in your head, 
give them their own, and sing—“You’d have done 
the same thing in the very same place.” 








Lord Castlereagh. 


From a late London paper. 
HONORS TO MR. WAITHMAN;—APOSTACY TO THE TRAI- 
TOR CASTLEREAGH, &c. &C. 

An elegant service of plate, with a suitable in. 
scription, was presented to Mr. Waithman on the 
15th ult. by his London friends in testimony of their 
high sense of his merit in supporting constitutional 
reform. The presentation took place at the New 
London tavern, where a dinner was given on the 
occasion. 

The following is the inscription on one of the 
pieces, presented by Mr. Fayal in the name of his 
fellow citizens; 


To 
ROBERT WAITHMAN Esq. 

Whose exertions in the cause of constitutional reform, 
Have been ardent and indefatigable: 
Whose eminent talents and an energetic eloquence 
In suppert of freedom and resistance to oppression, 
Especially in persevering and successful efforts 
Against that odious and degrading impost, 

The income tax; 

Whose public conduct for more than twenty yeary 
Unawed by power, uncorrupted by influence, 
And unmoved by calumny, 

Has exhibited a noble example 
Of manly zeal and inflexible patriotism. 

As a tribute of esteem and admiration, 

THIS PLATE, 

Was presented by his grateful fellow citizens 
On the 15th day of April, 1817. 


Messrs. Fayal, Waithman, Bennet and Brough- 
am, made excellent harangues. We extract the 
following from those of Waithman and Brougham: 

It was said that some wicked or foolish men had 
given a pretence to ministers [to stifle petitions. ] 
But this was a pretence which might always be 
found. Was it to be expected that while great 
public interests were under discussion, every indivi- 
dual would conduct himself with perfect propriety, 
and were the people at large to be deprived of their 
liberties on account of the indiscretion of a few 
rash men? [applause] If that were necessary, instead. 
of the panegyrics which were pronounced upon 
the British constitution, he should say it was the 
worst constitution on earth. It was a thing to be 
shut up in a glass case to be looked at, not to be 
used. On the contrary, he contended it was fit for 
all seasons, for the protection of the crown and the 
benefit of the people, in times of danger as weli as 
of prosperity. The habeas corpus act had passed in 
Charles the second’s reign—a time more fertile to 
plots than any we read of in history. It was not 
from plots but from petitions, that the suspension of 
that act was intended to guard the crown and the 
parliament. It reminded him of a couplet which 
Dryden had put into the mouth of Charles II. 





ake your fortune? Your virtue as you call it would 


“From plots and treasons heaven preserve my ears, 
But save me most from my petitioners.” 
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Like the late country girl in the farce, who? 
wien courted by a beau, exclaimed, “What shall 
I do with such a fine gentleman as a husbund, I 
must have another for working days:’ the mi- 
nis¥ers Seemed to think, that it was on Sundays or | 
holidays only that our constitution could be of 
Service, and on the least appearance of an emer- 
gency, they substituted a set of laws, for the time 
at Teast, totally subversive of our boasted system of 
fovernment. 

To show how ill it became some of our supporters 
of the encroachments on liberty to brand the friends 
to reform as enemies to the constitution, Mr. Waith- 
man then resd from Evains’s valuable pamphlet, the 
declaration to the inhabitants of Down, signed by 
Jord Castlereagh and another, then catididates for 
that county— 

“We will rigidly attend our duty in parliament, 
and be governed by the instructions of our con- 
stituents; we will in and out of the house, with all our 
abilities and influenge, promote the success af a bill for 
amending the representation of the people: WSN 

“A bill for preventing pensioners from sitting 10 
parliament, or such placemen as cannot sit in the 
British house of commons; 

«A bill for limiting the number of placemen and 
pensioners, and the amount of pensions; 

«« A bill for preventing revenue officers from 
voting at er intefering at elections; 

“* A bill for rendering the servants of the crown 
of Ireland responsible for the expenditure of the 
public money; 

‘“‘ A bill to protect the personal safety of the sub- 
ject against-arbitrary and excessive bail: and against 
the stretching the power of attachment beyond 
the limits of the constitution; and we will, as far as! 
in us lies, prevent any renewal of the police act. 

(Signed) “EDWARD WARD, 
“ROBERT STEWART.” 
(Otherwise called lord Castlereagh. ) 

“In the News Letter of the same date is an ad) 
vertisement, to the electors of the county of Down, 0 
which the following expressions are used; 

“© We are embarked in a much more interesting and 
glorious cause than our success as individuals—we are 


cipate the country. 
(Signed) “EDWARD WARD, 
“ROBERT STEWART.” 

Yet men who had gone thus far, who had talked 
of making themselves instruments in the hands of 
the people, now loaded with calumny those who 
viewed with indignation their infamous traffic and 
barter in seats in parliament, and their waste of 
the blood and treasure of the country. The spirit 
of liberty, he trusted, was not to be extinguished, 
and if men of rank and character would assume, as 
they seem now disposed to assume, the guidance 
of the people, they might rest in confidence as to 
their final success.” 











Foreign Articles. 


Rovan toncevity. From a Paris paper—There are 
now living sixteen sovereigns in Europe, who are 
of or above three score years of age! The British 
king is the oldest, having almost completed his 
his 79th year—The duke of Anhault Dessau is 77 
years old.—The pope 75. The elector of Hesse 74 
—Henry XII of Ruess 70; the king of Sweden, 69; 
the langrave of Hesse-Homburg 69; the king of 
Saxony 67; the king of the two Sicilies 66; the king 
of Sardinia 66; the king of France 62; the king of 


. 





Bavaria 61; the duke of Oldenburg 61; the grand, 


duke of Mecklenburg-Schwerin 60; the grand duke 
of Hesse 60; and the grand duke of Saxe- Weimar 60, 

It may amuse the reader to learn the ages of the 
other potentates of the old world :— 

The king of Portugal is 50 years of age; the em. 
peror of Austria 49; the king of Denmark 49; the 
king of Prussia 47; the king of the Netherlands 
45; the emperor of Russia 40; the king of Wurtem. 
burg 36, the king of Spain 33; the sultan Mahomet 
32; the duke of Saxe-Cobourg 31; and the duchess 


of Parma (late empress of France) 26. The latter 


has renounced her title of empress.—A_ proclam-. 
ation before us begins :—‘*We, Maria Louisa, impe. 
rial princess and archduchess of Austria, by the 
grace of God, duchess of Parma, Placentia, Guas. 
tella,” &c. &e. [ Daily Ad. 
The season in England, France &c. has so far 
been exceedingly dry. Last year the people prayed 
for dry weather, and now they pray for rain. 
ENGLAND, &c. 

Lord Sidmouth’s letter, addressed to the lord. 
lieutenants of the English counties, inserted in our 
last number, is considered in England as one of the 
most alarming strides towards despotism that has 
yet been made. It seems to be thought even worse 
of than the suspension of the habeas corjis. 

The duke of Wellington has arrived in England. 
One of his aids, col. Harvey, it is said, is to marry a 
Miss Caton, of Baltimore. 

For the week ending April 22, there arrived at 
Liverpool 49,500 bushels of wheat and 3,869 bbls. 
of American flour. The price of bread stuffs was 
still fallng—flour 72s per bbl. 

It is announced that the princess Charlotte is 
again in the “family way.” 

British dependencies. The revenue of Malta and 
its dependencies, for the year 1815, was 114,426?. 
and the expenditure consisting principally of sala- 
ries and pensions 60,119/. The revenue of Mauritius 
and Bourbon, in 1814, was 206,860/. and the charges 
119,9007. The military expences of the same island, 
for the same year, were 186,912/. The revenue and 
other receipts of the Island of Ceylon, during the 
year 1815, amounted to 640,444/7. The expenditures 
for the same year, including the military establish- 
ment of the island, was 647,848/. The native troops 
of the island amounted to 5000 rank and file. The 
revenue of the Cape of Good Hope, for 1815, was 
229,495/. and the expenditure 234,832/. including 
the pay of a native corps. 

Baitisa Navy. Building, 12 ships of the line; 2 
yatches; 5 50’s; 12 frigates; 4 sloops. Several of 
these are to supply the places of vessels destroyed 
or lost, and bear the same names. 

Repairing, &c. 14 ships of the line to be cut down 
to frigates; 4 ships of the line; 18 frigates (one of 
which has never been at sea, and is estimated to 
cost 12,000/.) 10 sloops. 

American seamen. We have the following strarge 
article in a late London paper..—-“Earl Bathurst 
having repeatedly written to Mr.. Thomas Aspin- 
wall, the American consul, directing him to provide 
a ship for the conveyance of American seamen, by 
waom our streets are infested, to their own coun- 
try, that gentlemen had accordingly prepared a ship 
for the reception of these men, in the river; but no 
less than thirty-seven of them, who had signed the 
usual agreements for the voyage, deserted from 
their quarters during the last week, preferring '- 
ther a precarious dependence on British charity to 
a free passage to America. Mr. Aspinwall has ap- 


plied by letter to Mr. Markland, of the Chadwell 
police office, requesting him to lend the co-opera- 
tion of his officers towards enforcing the erders 
Earl Bathurst on this subject.” 
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FRANCE. 

The king has so far recovered his health as to 
attend so business as, usual. 

AFrench ship, with 300 slaves, has been cap- 
tured on the coast of Africa by the boats of the 
British ship Cherub. She made battle, by which 
3 Englishmen were killed and 12 wounded. 

SPAIN. 

Some of the troops collected at Cadiz, destined 
for America, lately raised a mutiny, saying they 
would not act as butchers to the Cadiz monopolists 
Other troops were drawn out against tlvem, a battle 
took place and the mutineers were subdued. 300 
men are said to have lost their lives in the affair. 

A quarrel took place between the British and 
Spanish out-posts near Gibraltar, in which several 
of the latter were killed. Two of the ringleaders 
(Englishmen) were executed at Gibraltar. 

Spanish Navy. A writer in a London paper in- 
forms us that the whole Spanish naval force, con- 
sists only of 1 ship of 64 guns, 2 of 44, 2 of 40 and 
1 of 36. What a falling off is here! 

ITALY. 

It is stated that the plague has broken out at 
Milan. 

Lucien Bonaparte appeais to be closely watch- 
ed at Rome. It is probable that he will not ob- 
tain leave to embark for the United States. 


SWITZERLAND. 

The emigrants who are leaving Switzerland for 
the United States, are said to have among them 
many that were in easy circumstances, carrying 
with them much money. Their number is given 
at 5000. We are prepared to give them a hearty 
welcome. Their manners and habits most happily 
fit them to strengthen this republic. 


RUSSIA, 

Thé late events in England, it is said, have indu- 
ced the emperor Alexander to pause in his system 
of enfranchising the peasants of his empire! 

SWEDEN. 

The king of Sweden has acceded to the “holy 

alliance.” Bernadotte is busily employed in allay- 


ing the ferment of the people. The conspiracy} 


against him was embarked in by many distinguish- 
ed persons. It is intimated that the occasion will 
furnish an opportunity to strengthen the royal au- 
thority. 

So general has been the practice of vaccination 
in Sweden, that for two years no case of the small- 
pox has occurred. 

BALTIC TRADE. 

The following is the amount of the cargoes of all 
the American vessels (85,) which passed Elsineur 
in 1816. Of the above number, 26 were in ballast 
—56 went,to St. Petersburg, direct, 15 to Copen- 
hagen, &c : : 

2,717,140 lbs. sugar—-1,085,420 do. coffee— 
5,225,840 do. rice—125,744 do. cotton—105,220 do. 
cotton yarn and twist—95,985 do. ginger—52,512 
do. indigo—30,082 do. pimento—48,618 do. cocoa 
—34,212 do. currants—17,159 do. gum Senegal— 
96,060 do raisins—10,100 do. figs—12,718 do. cassia 
—19,775 do. madder—1726 do cloves—8150 do. 
cream tarfar—1910 do. almonds—251 do. carde- 
moms~-410 do. nutmegs—1571 do. sassaparella— 
325 hhds tobacco—974 casks quercitron bark—350 
do. turpentine—625 bags tumerick—399 do gall— 
175 tons Nicaragua wood—1553 do. log and fustic 
wood—425 do. salt—30 cases camphor—208 do. 
claret wine—1674 do. oil—3723 do. fruit—10 do. 
shilack—62,921 gallons wine—265 do. brandy— 
19,620 do oil—106,432 do. ruam—288 logs mahogany. 


EAST INDIES. 

Mr. Eustis, our minister at the court of the king 
of the Netherlands, has succeeded in procuring an 
ordinance regulating the trade with Java, by which 
it is provided that foreign vessels coming from that 
island are exempted from the import duties payable 
in Holland, on producing evidence that they paid 
the export duties at Batavia. 

SOUTH AMERICA. , 

It is reported, that in consequence of the con- 
duct of the Danish governors in the West Indies, the 
patriot admiral Brion feels himself justified in mak- 
iag reprisals. : 

The ambassador, or agent, for the republic of 
Pernambuco, has paid a visit to the venerable John 
Adams, who recieved him with great cordiality. 
What a variety of interesting events must have 
rushed on the recollection of the ex-president on 
such an occasion! 

We have a very pompous and truly Spanish ac- 

count of the capture of Barcelona by the royalists, 
whose force apppears to have been ‘very large. 
That of the patriots is given at 1000—and it seems 
admitted that nearly all of them, with many of the 
inhabitants, were put to the sword. The loss of 
royalists in killed and wounded is stated to have 
been 98. 
_ From Buenos Ayres. We have a singular statement 
in the Baltimore Patriot of Thursday evening last, 
announcing that three gentlemen named had just 
reached this city, via Savannah, from Buencs Ayres, 
under the following circumstances: 

These three, with five others, all of whom appear 
to have been persons of much consideration in their 
country and to have filled very respectable civil 
and military offices, were seized at Buenos Ayres 
on the 15th! of February, at the’same hour, and, 
without any thing being alleged against them, with- 
out examination, were secretly taken on board an 
English vessel called the Hero, whose captain had 
contracted to deport them to the United States 
for the sum of 4000 dollars. The official letter de- 
livered by the supreme director of Buenos Ayres to 
the British captain, is given as follows: 

“The persons mentioned in your enclosed list 
| (those alluded to above) have been shipped on board 
the cutter Hero, bound to the United States. They 
are unfortunate beings, whom the government 
has expelled from their country on account of their 
variance in politics, and of their exalted ideas. They 
must not be viewed as criminals; but as they were 
considered dangerous, it has. become expedient to 
| transport them, directing them to that country 
where they cannot cause alarm, as its constitution 
and laws present a formidable barrier.” 

We are given to understand that the cause of this 
outrage was the opposition of these men to the oc- 
cupancy of a part of the provinces of Rio de la 
Plata by the Portuguese; by whom, it is said, the 
supreme director and the chief men at Buenos Ayres 
have been purchased. If these things be true, we 
cannot wish success to men capable of such acts of 
villainy. Butwehave only heard one side of the 
question. 











REPUBLIC OF PERNAMBUCO. 

We have a variety of accounts respecting the late 
revolution at Pernambuco, in the Boston Patriot of 
the 21st ult. communicated by the secretary of Mr. 
Cruz, the ambassador from the hew republic to the 
United States. It appears that the patriots have 
completely succeeded. We are happy to observe 
that they have abolished all titles of nobility and 
seem to possess very correct ideas of the republi- 
can system. The following addressés are interesting; 
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Address of the provisional government to the inhabi- 
} tants of Pernambuco, , 

Divine Providence, which by its unsearchable de- 
signs can extract from darkness the most effulgent 
light, and through its infinite gcodness allows not 
the existence of evil, except to draw from it greater 
blessings and felicity, has permitted some indiscreet 
and inconsiderate spirits to spread the seeds of dis- 
content and ill grounded jealousy between the sons 
of Brazil, and those of Europe now. in this capital, 
from which a great flame might arise, equally injn- 
rious to both parties, especially since the epoch in 
which the series of events in Europe began to give 
to the continent of Brazil that consideration to 
which it was entitled. We ask, in what are the Bra- 
zilians to be blamed? If the prince of Portugal is 
driven from his capital by the impetuous assaulis of 
an invading enemy, and compeiled to leave his Lu- 
sitanians to seek shelter in the free and generous 
continent of Brazil, and to satisfy his hunger and 
thirst in the latitude of Pernambuco, through the 
liberality of its inhabitants, wherein are the Bra- 
zilians to be blamed if this prince, actuated by mo- 
tives of gratitude, should be desirous of honoring 
the land that sheltered him by the establishment of 
his court, thus raising it to the rauk of a kingdom ? 
The seeds of discord which unfortunately sprung 
up in our country, enriched generaHy by nature 
with unlimited fertility, so far from being eradicated 
and stifled in their origin by the hand which had 


the power to do if, were nourished by mutual indis- | 


cretion, both on the part of the Brazilians and Eu- 
ropeans. They never attained to such a heigit, 
however, but that they might have been extinguish- 
ed by a conciliatory spirit in the respective parties. 
But the spirit of despotism and bad counsel had 
recourse to the most violent and perfidious mea- 
sures that could be invented by the demon of per- 
secution. They adopted the most tyrannical mea- 
sures to destroy honorable patriots who deserve 
well of their country, thereby overwhelming with 
tears and despair their unhappy families, dependent 
on iheir exertions and labor, and whose loss has 
been followed by the total and inevitable ruin of 
their connexions. Nature and valor at length de- 
termined to oppose with all their strength this 
frightful tyranny. The whole army thought itself 
involved in the ruin of their officers, and the er 
of defence was universal; it resounded in all the 
angles of the town of St. Anthony; the people flew 
to arms and supported the soldiers, tor they were 
also Brazilians. The déspots were intimidated by 
this new and unexpected scene, and still more so 
by their own consciences, that even in the breast of 
the impious, rise in judgment against them, and 
deeply torture the heart. 

Inhabitants of Pernambuco / they had even taken 
the inhuman and dishonorable resolution of as- 
sassinating your associates. The patriots, in about 
two hours, found themselves without a chief or 
governor. In the centre of an agitated town, and 
revolted people, it became necessary to adopt some 
measures to avoid the disorders of anarchy. All 
was done in an instant; it was the work of prudence 
and patriotism. Pernambucanoes, be tranquil; peace 
reigns in the capital, the people are content; there 
is now no distinction between Braziliaps and Euro- 
peans; all are known as brothers, descendants from 
the same origin, inhabitants of the same country, 
and professors of the same religion. A mild and 


carry it on; this enterprise being from Heaven, will 
be protected by it. You will see your happiness 
consolidated. You will be free from the enormous 
load of tribute under which you have groaned; our 
country will rise to that pinnacle of greatness which 
we have long been looking for, and you will enjoy 
the fruits of your labor in the general prosperity, 
Therefore, assist them with’ your councils, they 
shall be heard; with your arms, the country de- 
mands them; and with your industry and applica- 
tion to agriculture; these make a nation rich and 
powerful. ‘fle country is our common mother— 
you are her sons+you are descendants of the brave 
Luzos—are all Portuguese—Americans—Brazilians~ 
Pernambucanoes. 


Dated at the provisional government house, this 
9th day of March, 1817. 
(Signed) Rev. Joao Ribeiro Pessoa, 
Domingos Joze Martins, 
Domingos Teotonio Jorge. 
Another address from the Provisional government. 
Patriots, honored Pernambucanoes—The fields of 
Gararapes, Tabocas, and Cazaforte, exhibit strikin 


g | monuments of courage and fidelity, Their heroes 


were not more illustrious than those of the present 
day, for they estimated their greatness to arise from 
the circumstance of their being Pernambucanoes, 
which we also are. Let us adore, beloved patriots, 





the Great God; that supreme being abounding in 
justice and goodness; let us raise our hands to him, 
swear eternal fidelity to our country, pledge our- 
selves to maintain with courage the great cause of 
liberty, and take no measures that shall not tend 
to establish it forever, or to die in its defence.— 
Let us be faithful imitators of the great heroes wha 
rescued Gararapes, Tabocas and Cazaforte. 
Dated 12th March, 1817. 
LONG LIVE LIBERTY! 
(Signed) Rev. Jouo Ribearo Pessoa, 
Domingos Joze Martins, 
Domingos Teotonio Jorge. 








Bank notes not money. 


CHILLICOTHE, 0. MAY 13. 

At the last court of common pleas held for Ross 
county in this place, the following case excited 
some interest, and as the question is-a novel one 
arising out of the statute, entitled “An act to pro- 
hibit the issuing and circulating of unauthorised 
bank paper,” a brief statement of the case may not 
be unacceptable. 

State of Ohio vs. Isaac Evaus. 

Indictment for passing an unauthorised bank note 
on the Owl creek bank of Mount Vernon. 

Messrs. Bond and Sill for the prosecution. 

Messrs. Breecher and Creighton for the traverser. 

On the part of the traverser, it was contended 
that the legislature in the second section of the a- 
bove act, in the following words, “That every com- 
pany or association that shall lend money, and shall 
issue by their officer or officers, or by any person 
or persons, bonds, notes, or bills payable to bearer 
or payable to order, and endorsed in blank, or use 
other shift or device, whereby the bonds, notes or 
bills given by such company or association, or on 


taken and deemed a bank by this act”—had so par- 
ticularly described the institution that should be 
deemed a bank, that unless evidence sufficiently 





enlightened provisional government, selected from 
among all the orders of the state, presides over your 
happiness; trust in their zeal and their patriotism. 
That Providence which directed the work, will 


strong to prove the “Qwl creek” association to be 
of this nature had been adduced, the traverser must 
be acquitted—that no proof having been adduced 





to substantiate the fact of that association having 


their behalf, pass or circulate by delivery, shall be . 
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jent money i. e. specie--it was not a bank within 
this xet—so particular. is the description, that, no 
“allowance of what might have been the intention 
can be admitted—The word money as used in 
the act, as contra-distinguished from bills, cle 
shews what is the intention. If it had been ies 
ed only for associations that issue bills, the*wor s 
lend money should have been left out, for that is A 
essential requisite to constitute such a bank as Ric 
act would embrace—for an association that ‘ “a 
not loan money but issues bills, is not a bank ni ‘ 
this act, the circulation of whose paper is prohi pn ; 
2.—The constitutional objection was raised t _ 
the legislature had not a right to interfere ge 
contracts; that they could pass no law impairing : eir 
obligation, and that they had no right to grant : 
ditary privileges, of which it was oontge per : 
be shewn a bank is one—that the granting : in- 
corporations was a dangerous thing, that oe : was 
to be apprehended from their increase anc ne mo- 
nopoly of the interest of the state—that t 1e =. 
lature had not a right to impair one man Roary 
by saying that his paper is not good and its cren od 
tors shall be punished, and at the same spor “4 
others your paper is good the world may take al 

On the part of the prosecution it was conten d 
—That the word money thus used in the act was to 
be received in its most known and usual ee 
i. e. the common currency of the country—that the 
word as used in the statute books, in bonds of secu- 
rity and in every instrument, meant ee Pause 
currency of the country, and that it shout , not no , 
by a peculiar fatality be construed to mean spect 
—that the statue was meant to provide against an 
evil, and it would completely be repealed and a 
remedies not advanced ifthe construction given Dy 
the counsel for the traverser was to be received— 
that as to the constitutionality of the law there 
could be no doubt; the restriction of legislative 
powers over contract was admitted, but it was ot 
tended that it applied only in contracts ae 
or executory, but not to such as should be herea “4 
made—that the legislature had an equal right to re- 
gulate the emission and circulation of spurious 
paper, as they have exercised over retailers sabre 
rits, and in many other similar instances; an : 
such flagrant cases, over institutions based on frauc 
and supported by usury, to say they have nd pow - 
is neither policy nor law; the power is weak enough 
to stop the growing curse, and courts of justice 
ought to advance rather than hinder the advance- 
ment of the remedies. m ; 

The jury retired after receiving the charge o 
judge Thomson, who declared the law constitution- 
al, and thought that from the strictness which had 
been used in framing that law and the precision in 
its penning, particularly in defining a bank—that 
there was no proof that the present imstitution was 
a bank within the meaning of the act. 

Next morning their sealed: verdict was opened 
and was a special one, finding the facts of passing 
the money and under the knowledge of its being un- 
authorized, and said, if the court think the bill mo- 
ney we find the defendant guilty—if not money, not 
guilty—After continuing the pomt for advisement 
for several days, the court decided that the bill 
was not money, and the defendant was acquitted. 

[ Supporter. 





Manufactures. 
FROM THF BOSTON CENTINEL. 
Mr. Russell—Much has been recently written 
upon American manufactur¢s, and doubts have been 


e 








of less ingenuity, can make sixty thousand. 





raised whether they ousht to receive the counte- 
nance of government. The principal reasons urg- 
ed against them are that our country is yet too 


‘young;—that some millions of acres of now wilder- 


ness land should be first cultivated; that in manu? 
factures too great a population is collected together 
for the enjoyment of health; that science is there- 
by neglected, and immorality increased: that it is 
more for the interest and happiness of the nation to 
encourage our merchants, to import from foreign 
countries already over peopled, and for our inhabi- 
tants to cultivate our own soil. 

The writer of this communication, it will readily 
be perceived, is not a philosopher, nor deeply 
versed in the history of foreign nations; but proj 
fesses to be interested in both agriculture and ma- 
nufactures, and will present a few common place 
arguments in favor of the latter. 

I consider it a fundamental principle never to be 


departed from, that agriculture should so far pri- 


marily be attended to, as that in no possible year of 
scarcity we shall be dependent on any foreign coun- 
try for food. Beyond this, the result of our labor 
is exported for money, manufictures or luxuries; 
and I contend, that if the produce of the labor of 
two cultivators is exchanged for what one could 
manufacture at home, the country is a loser; but if 
the raw material will otherwise be of no value, 
then she is impoverished. It is for our interest te 
ship the raw hides, furs, wool and cotton, and im- 
port our shoes, hats and cloth? It is for our inter- 
est to keep the ore hid in the bowels of .the earth, 
the rags of our worn out garments burnt; and im- 
port our pots, kettles, nails, and paper from Great 
Britain, and our bar iron from Russia2 

That our country is young admits of no argument 
when compared with those of Europe; but in the 
arts and sciences, wealth and ingenuity, we are not 
a century behind them; and our wilderness gives a 
happy resource to posterity to make it blossom as 
the rose, or if more conformable to their genius to 
cultivate the arts. 

In Europe as well as in America, machinery not 
only facilitates labor in a tenfold ratio, but enables 
women and children, who are unable to cultivate 
the earth, to make us independent of many forei 
supplies. In Europe they are compelled to use 
steam power and the convenience of procuring fuel; 
and thus crowd them together covered with smoke, 
disease and immorality; but in our country we have 
water falls in every town in positions the most heal- 
thy, remote from each other, where literary and 


{veligious instruction is no more a stranger than with 


the cultivators of the soil. When government shall 
aid the manufacturers, I trust it will be on condi- 
tion that instruction accompany it; and that they 
are not inconsistent is fully evinced by reference to 
the establishment at Humphryville, where the jus- 
tices and rulers have certified that learning is faith- 
fully attended. 

In no part of the union can manufactures be so 
beneficially encouraged as Vew England. Our soil 
is least productive, our lands most cultivated, our 
mills s.tes most numerous, and our climate most 
favorable. The labor saving machinery, is almost 
incalculabhe; but a few years since, it required the 
labor of one man to make a thousand nails; now one 
In one 
small establishment in the vicinity of this town, a 
cotton manufactory annually spins twist, and weaves 
cloth, in value $45,000; and employs but two men; 
tie other laborers are destitute widows, boys and 
sirls unable to cultivate the soil. The raw mate- 
rial is the production of our own country, and will 
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wear four times as long as that imported from India. | 


- In civil society, next to food, manufactures be- 


come a necessary of life, and in war an essential. 
Upon prudential maxims can it be political wisdom 
to discourage those manufactures which the con- 
stitution of our nature requires, which insures a 


market for ihe raw materials indigenoys to our 


own soil, as well as the surplus food from the fertile 


fields of the south. 


The author of the ‘Road to Ruin” may reason 


that facts outweigh theories; and exhibit the pros- 


tration of our woollen factories which had the 
ephemeral growth of a short war, are now almost 
at an end, and the ruin of many left to bewail the 


delusion. 


lt is true, from the sudden and unexpected intro- 


duction of merino sheep, they were so much en- 
hanced beyond their vaiue that hundreds have been 
ruined and thousands essentially mjured; but the 
time will come, when, with the aid of government, 
our woollers will vie with those of Europe, and the 
country be enriched. 

The manutacturers of cotton were more unfortu- 
nate; by reason of interdiction from Europe, the raw 
material was depressed below that of any former 
period, many capitalists having no use for money in 
their usual course of business, were deluded by 
men who held water privileges to take shares in con- 
cerns that cost treble the originai estimate; were 
conducted by men unacquainted with business, and 
almost as soon as they became in operation, peace 
presented an opportunity to flood our country with 


foreign manufactures beyond consumption. But the 


estabiishments which have cost millions, and the 
machinery which is now rusting, will be placed in 
the hands of judicious managers, and with the aid 
of government in prohibiting the importation of the 
deceptive India cotton cobwebs, our own will im- 
prove and flourish, and increase the wealth and in- 
dependence of the nation. 

This section of our country is now over-peopled 
for the cultivation of its soil, and the future increase 
must migrate to the west, or be employed in manu- 
facttures; and with it goes our wealth and commerce. 
As this subject will soon be presented to our nation. 
al and state legislatures, I hope the societies formed 


and forming for the encouragement and support of 


manutactures, will not be deterred from explaining 
the best interesis of che state; and trust, some wri- 
ters of greater talents will elucidate the subject, 
and point out the “road to wealth.” 





—_—— -——--~- —- - — 


To Don Loais de Onis, 


Minister plenipotentiary of his catholic majesty, 
near to the government of the United States. 
Sir, 

In the diplomatic correspondence between you 
and the honorable secretary of state of the United 
States, ' find you have made very honorable mention 
of my name; I therefore take the earliest opportuni- 
ty to return my most sincere thanks: there are two 
points however, in your communication, which I beg 
leave to explain, and that explanation I give with 
the more pleasure, because it will probably render 
you more respectful to the government of the Uni- 
ted States, and may even spare you an unnecessar: 
embarrasment at our next interview. You have ai- 
tempied, sir, to cast a sliade on the administration 
by your simple assertion, ihat I was concerned with 
the revolutionary pariy of St. Antonia de Bexas; 
this statement is altogether, and must be wilfully 
incorrect, since it is a fact of notoriety, that on my 
passage to the interior provinces of Mexico (being 


ment,) I was detained a prisoner three days at the 
river Trinity, by the patriots, and the flag of the Uni. 
ted States, my companions and even my servants, 
were taken from me, and I was compelled to pass 
through a wilderness of near four hundred miles 
alone; and I aver that 1 was not directly or indirect- 
ly concerned with that army; although, sir, I assure 
you, that had I not been in the service of my own 
country, I would most cheerfully have been one of 
the party. 

As it regards the second point, in which you ob- 
serve that I was concerned in the murder of four. 
teen Spanish officers: suffer we to inform you sir, 
that I was in Orleans, on my way to Washington city, 
when the dreadful outrage was commitied. I was 
personally acquainted, sir, with all those officers, 
and the most of them gentlemen of honor, and 
worth; with the unfortunate governor Hérrara I had 
been intimate for many years; and sir, any but an il- 
liberal Spaniard may judge of my friendship for that 
amiable soldier, when I state, that my son has borne 
his name for more than ten years; no one can deplore 
with more sensibility than myself, that horrid as. 
sassination; but sir, by whom was it perpetrated? 
Was it by Americans? No sir, it was by the secret 
order of the commander in chief, a creole Spaniard, 
who possessed no other feeling or sentiment than 
that which is common to every native of that coun- 
try; it was a feeling sir, which has arisen from 30 
years of dreadful servitude, afid it is to a sense of 
injury, that Mexico will sooner or later owe her 
independence. 

I shall now add, by way of concluding this note, 
that as your language, sir, is extremely indecorous, I 
shall not descend from the dignity of an American 
and an officer of the Mexican republic, to answer 
the illiberal and scurrilous observations of the minis- 
ter of Ferdinand VII. You will therefore please to 
recollect, that as you state I have, in my own per- 
son, declared war against his majesty, I shall in all 
future correspondence on the subject of that war, 
address my communications directly to the king 
your master; but, sir, I give you a parting assurance 
that'l will give his majesty sufficient time to calm the 
very important considerations which lie before him, 
having heard through the medium of your official 
correspondence, that the king your master, was too 
much occupied with the organization of the officers 
of the bedchamber and the toilette apartments of 
his young spouse, to attend at this moment to the 
trifling considerations of Spanish relations with the 
United Siates, or (as I suppose) the insurrection of 
an hundred provinces in America. 

+ Isolicit you sir, to accept my most sincere solici- 
‘tations, and my wishes that you may live a thousand 
years to enjoy the reputation which you have acquir 
ed in America. 

JOHN H. ROBINSON. 
Don Louis de Onis, &c. &c. &c. &e. 











Miscellaneous. 


DESTRUCTIVE INSECT. Vast multitudes of a worm, 
about an inch long, called by some the locust larva, 
and by others the cut worm, has made its appearance 
in some parts of Massachusetts. They are exceed- 
ing voracious, destroying every blade of grass in 
their progress, and so numerous that three hundred 
of them have been dug up within a foot square. 


Their motion is directly forward, and their cours¢ 
is marked as though fire had over-run the herbage. 
{n one case it is stated that 40 acres of land in 4 





body are without a single spire of grass! And some 


then on a mission under the authority of the governs - 
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were burning over their pasture lands to plough and 
plant them ; but as they do not injure the root, a 
favorable season may yet restore the herbage. 

The progress of these insects, it is said, may be 
stopped by cutting a trench or ploughing a deep 
furrow, into which they fall and perish, being una- 
bie to scale the walls. It was thus that the progress 
of a similar worm was checked about the year 1779. 

Literary and military intelligence. We understand 
that captain O'Connor, of the artillery, has for 
some time been engaged, by order of the war de- 
partment, in <raneiiing from the French a cele- 
brated Treatise on the Science of War and Fortifi- 
cation, originally composed by order of the em- 
peror Napoleon, for the use of the students of the 
Imperial Polytechnic and military schools of France. 
This work embraces the whole science of war and 
field and permanent fortification, with all the mo- 
dern inveations and improvements in the latter 
branches; and in France is universally used by the 
military, and is esteemed beyond all other preduc- 
tions on these subjects, being considered a master- 

iece. 
, We learn that the translation is completed, and 
will shortly be published for the use of the cadets 
of the United States’ military academy.—WVat. fnt. 

INTERESTING DRAWINGS.—From the Petersburg In- 
telligencer.—On the sailing of the French expedition 
for Egypt from Malta under Bonaparte, the fleet 
was intentionally dispersed in order to arrive with- 
out being noticed; they had no sconer left Malta, 
than they learned that admiral Nelson had penetrat- 
ed their design, and was in pursuit of them. Ex- 
pecting every hour to be come up with, and being 
too weak to risk a combat, it was the resolution of 
Bonaparte and the rest of the illustrious persons on 
board L’?Orient to blow her up, rather than be taken 
prisoners; but, that the memory of those who pe- 
rished might be preserved, and their features known 
by posterity, Bonaparte caused the portraits of 
eighteen to be taken on two sheets of paper, and 
to be rolled up, put in bottles and committed to the 
waves. The names of the persons are, (first draw- 
ing,) Dapaix [dead,} Bonaparte, Berthier [dead,] 
Caffarelli {dead,] Kleber [dead,] Brueys [dead,] 
Dalimier [dead,] Mange, Berthollet—Second draw- 
ing, Rampon, Murat [dead] Junot [dead] Lasnes 
{dead}, Regnier [dead,] Belliard, Desgenettes, 
Snulkanski [dead,] Larey. Thus of the eighteen 
eleven are now no more. ‘The portraits are executed 
in medallions in India ink, and now ornament the 
study of Baron Larey at Paris. 

Parent’ nirLte—From the Richmond Compiler.— 
There has been deposited in this office an “Im- 
proved patent rifle, made by John H. Hall, of Port- 
land, district of Maine.’ It is intended for the in- 
spection of gentlemen, who are conversant in the 
use offire-arms. It is a curious invention, its great 
peculiarity being, that it loads near the but end, 
instead of at the muzzle. Near the lock, there is a 
spring which being touched and pressed down, 
causes the Receiver to fly out on a hinge. You 
introduce the cartridge, containing the powder and 
ball, press the receiver to which shuts with a catch, 
and the rifle is loaded. There is of course, no 
ramming down the ball, &c. with a ramrod, the only 
use of which is occasionally to swab out and wash 
the rifle. 

Some of the advantages of this improvement, as 
Stated in an accompanying pamphlet, are, that the 
patent rifles may be loaded and fired with good 
aim, more than twice as quick as muskets can be 
fired with cartridges—they may be fired as often 
aS any gun can bear firing, without goon becoming 


too hot to be held; in addition to this, they may he 
loaded with great ease, in almost every situation, 
either in lying down, sitting on the ground or on 
horseback, walking and even running”—*They re- 
quire too less swabbing, and it never interferes 
with the charge.—They cannot be so much over- 
charged by accident as other guns, and therefore 
are not so apt to get burst, &c. &c. In short, they 
are very durable, and combine every advantage 
peculiar to muskets, except of throwing shot, and 
that pertains to common rifles with many other im- 
portant advantages possessed by neither of those 
species of fire-arms, but peculiar to these alone.” 

The writer of the pamphlet observes: ‘‘As the 
forte of American militia consists in their superior 
skill in the direction and management of fire-arms 
—as from their local knowledge and from their 
habits they will always excel as light troops—and 
as the most important advantages may be derived 
from their ability under proper arrangements of 
quickly assembling and moving with rapidity to 
any required point, these guns are most excellently 
adapted for them.” 

LIGHT HOUSES—F'rom the National Intelligencer.— 
Contracts have been made for erecting during the 
present summer, the following Light houses, in the 
state of Massachusetts, viz: 

On Petit Manan. 

On Naushawn Island, near Tarpaulin cove. 

On West Chop of Holmes’ Hole. 

At Nantucket. 

These houses will, probably, all be completed in 
the month of October or November next. 

Arrangements have likewise, we understand, been 
made for determining whether Gas may not be ad- 
vantageously substituted for oil, in the light houses 
of the United States. The experiment is to be 
made at the light-houise at Newport, Rhode Island. 
It is particularly recommended to the attention of 
(mariners, from whom communications (addressed. 
to the treasury,) as to its relative benefits or incon- 
veniences, when compared with oil, are invited. 

AnnvuAL CENsts.—The rev. John Stanford “at- 
tending minister,” in the city of New York, has 
furnished the editor of the “Columbian” with what 
he calls his ‘‘annual census”—of which the follow- 
ng is a compressed view: : 

n the orphan asylum—66 boys, 47 girls—total 113. 

City alms house, nciuding children at nurse—white 
men 368, boys 396; white women 394, girls 242; 
black men 29, boys 12; black wamen 47, girls 11— 
total 1500. 

City hosfital—patients 190; maniacs 78—total 265. 

Debtors prison—including the liberties, 300. 

Bridewell—white men 4-4, woman 17; black mam 
28, women 33; boys 7—total 127. 

Peniteniary—Bellevue, white men 83; white wor 
men 40; black men 52; women 14—total 189. . 

State prison—white men 624; white women 19; 
black men 80; black women 29—total 752. 

Grand total 3249—do. last year 2401; increase 
848. 

Machine '—A catalogue of curiosities recently 
published in the Connecticut Journal, mentions 
among the collection, the following modern inven- 
tion:—“Amicus Famine Optimus, or an African 
Corsletizing mill, for grinding up scandal and awl 
blades, envy and corkscrews, tattling and waggona 
spokes, and mysteriously uniting them so as to pro- 
duce ready made corslets for the yse of the fair. 

Waarte Fisntny—From a Bermuda paper. One 
of Mr Francis F. Hinsan’s boats, in the whale fishe- 
lry, which had been fitted with a gun imported by 
lghe proprietor for the purpose, has lately shot a 
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whale and brought it in. Thisis quite anovel mode 
of carrying on war against those huge natives of 
the briny element. The gun is charged with a har- 
poon of a curious construction, which is shot with 
such force as to enter the whale at a considerable 
distance: and possession of the object. is retained 
by a warp attached to the harpoon before the dis- 
charge of the gun, and made fast also to the boat. 
Brut or cosrs, from a British paper, paid by the uni- 

ted kiagdoms of Great Britain and Ireland for 

enslaving Europe. 

The sums annually raised by taxes, since the 
commencement of the war, are as follows: 








1793 £17,656,418 | 1805 £46,578,564 
1794 17,170,400 | 1806 51,339,015 
1795 17,308,311 | 1807 54,982,015 
1796 17,858,454 | 1808 60,189,414 
1797 18,737,760 | 1809 63,026,563 
1798 20,654,650 | 1810 65,227,264 
1799 30,202,915 | 1811 69,188,041 
1800 $5,229,908 | 1212 66,973,2U8 
1801 33,896,464 | 1813 66,444,103 
1802 35,415,096 | 1814 75,324,084 
1803 37,240,213 Ending 5th January, 
1804 38,858,373 1815. 
CHRONICLE. 


A frigate-built siiip, called the General Scott, late- 
ly sailed from New York, said to be bound for Ha- 
vanna. She is described as one tlie fastest vessels 
that ever floated—is of 1000 ions burthen, and ap- 
pears to have been completely fitted and armed, from 
the attention she excited in that place. 

An English paper, noticing the election of Mr. 
Monroe to the presidency of the United States, ob- 
serves, thut he lost a leg in the revo.utionary war, and 
is rather of the Washington school. 

On the 25th of April last, (says an Ohio paper) the 
chief judge of the supreme court of the state of 
Ohio, was fined one dollar and fifty cents for not 
attending a militia muster, as a private sentinel, in 
strict conformity to the laws of the state ef Ohio. 

The Spanish consul at New-Orleans has been 
caned by a Mexican officer, who immedintely after 
inade his escape. 

Died, at Belle Fontaine, capt. Edmund Shipp, of 
the rifle regiment—a valuable and much esteemed 
officer. 

Also, at Washington City, the lady of the Spanish 
minister, the Chevalier de Onis. 

And in South Carolina, col. Joseph Calhoun, in his 
67th year—a revolutionary patriot. 

It is stated that Mr. Taylor, our consul at Port au 
Prince, has left that place in consequence of the 
condemnation of an American vessel by Petion. 
The merits of the case are not given. 

It is also reported that the Carthagenian cruisers 
have commenced hostilities on Petion for having 
seized upon several Spanish prizes sent by them 
into his ports. 

Hemlock. Some school boys belonging to Hillsboro’, 
N. C. stopping at a spring, met with what they 
thought was angelico, but which was hemlock. Two 
ef them ate of it—one of them died in less than an 
hour; but the other got well. 

Stocks &fc.—at Baltimore, May 28. U.S war loans 
103, old 6 per cents. 100, bank stock 95,for 65 paid. 
Exehange on London, 2 per cent. ad. 

ComMMON scHoo;s, in Wew-York. We have an ab- 
stract of the returns for 1816, made to the superin- 
tendant of common scttools by the clerks in all the 
counties in New-York, except 5—but the returns 


| 


ed are wanting. he. following are the results: 

The counties reported contain 484 towns, and 
returns are given for $55. Whole number of schoot 
districts in said towns, 3,715. Districts from which 
returns were made, 2,873. | 

Amount of monies received in said districts, 
174,681 96. 

Number of children taught in them 173,240. | 

Number of children between the ages of 5 and 
15 residing therein 198,440. _ 

IMPEDIMENT OF SPEECH. We are notified that a 
person in Philadelphia has adopted a course of ap- 
plication by which adults and children afflicted with 
defects in speech, may be relieved and in some cases 
cured. | 

Address, E. X. post paid, northwest corner of 
Union and Friend streets, Philadelphia. 

Steam frigates. The commissioners of the navy have 
issued proposals to contract for three steam engines 
of 120 horse-power each, to be completed with- 
in a year, for as many steam frigates. 

Norra Carottna. We are, indeed, pleased to 
learn, from the “Carolina Observer,” that many va- 
luable improvements in agriculture have lately been 
introduced inio the interior of this state. There is 
no member of the union, perhaps, that possesses a 
better soil or more healthy and benignant climate 
than North Carolina, a small distance from the sea- 
board; her population and wealth has rapidly in- 
creased without much assistance from emigration, 
and all are glad to hear of the prosperity of this 
important and patriotic state; as domestic, and, 
perliaps, as completely dependent on herse'f for the 
necessaries and comforts of life, as any in the union. 

The Albuny Register is to be resuscitated, and 
wil apnear under the editorship of Mr. I. W. Clarke, 
on the 4th of July next. 

Enigration. From the 10th of March to the 27th 
May, there arrived at New-York, 250 vessels, in 
which came 1600 passengers. Many have arrived 
at other ports—a vessel with 130 has just reached 
Philadelphia from Guernsey. 

“The boundary commissioners,” so called, appoint- 
ed by the United States and Great Britain, appear 
about to commence running the line to determime 
the boundary east of luke Champlain. 

The Roanoke. A board of commissioners has 
been appointed to explore the coast of North Caro- 
lina, with a view to ascertain the practicability of 
deepening the entrance of the Roanoke river, which 
is nearly choked up with sand externally, supposed 
to be thrown up by the current of the Gulph stream. 

Ricamonp. A census has just been taken, (by or- 
der of the Common Hall,) of the population of this 
city, and the result is thus reported : 

In Jefferson Ward, 5,107 souls. 





Madison __,, 3,752 
Monroe ,, 5,479 
Total population, 14,338 


Being between 4 and 5000 more than is enume- 
rated in the federal census of 1810. 

Singular escape.—From the (New York) Colum- 
bian On Saturday last an infant about 2 or 3 years 
old, unperceived by its family, got out of the scut- 
tle or dormant window of a two story house in Che- 
ry-street, and crawled down the roof to the back 
gutter. In this situation the child was discovered 
by a man in Water street, and the alarm given to 
its affrighted parents, who remained in an agony of 
suspense for some time, until by the activity of a 
cabinet-maker at work in an adjoining yard, the 
the little adventurer was reached and handed 1n- 





from many of the towns within the counties report: 





to the garret window in safety. 
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